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ABSTRACT

Dementia is a common concern among dental professionals in Japan’s super-aged society. The National Guidelines
for the Promotion of Dementia Policies, expect dentists to play a role in early detection and response to dementia.
The strategy involves enhancing their ability to cope with dementia, manage oral function, and collaborate with
primary-care physicians. A survey conducted under the ECCO project, that targeted dementia specialists and dentists,
revealed a strong recognition of the importance of medical-dental collaboration among both groups, indicating a
solid foundation for their cooperation. However, instances of medical-dental collaboration in the care of people
with dementia are rare in clinical settings. Moreover, dentists’ participation rate in training in dementia response, a
key performance indicator in the National Guidelines for the Promotion of Dementia Policies, is 54.6% of the target
for 2025, which is low compared to that of other medical professions. To support people with dementia in their
everyday lives, dental professionals need to deepen their knowledge of dementia and strengthen interprofessional
collaboration. Dentists should not only to participate in dementia-response training to understand the dementia-
care pathway in their own region but should also actively work to establish face-to-face relationships with other
professionals by participating in workshops for interprofessional cooperation and workshops organized by the
Medical Center for Dementia.
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